
APPLICATION FOR RESOURCE CONSENT: 

INTENSIVE FARMING
FORM C: ACTIVITY ASSESSMENT FORM

Applicant Name:

To determine if your application will be assessed as a controlled activity for which consent must be granted (Rule 14-1) or a restricted 
discretionary activity (Rule 14-2) for which consent may or may not be granted we need to see if your farming activity meets all of the 
conditions of Rule 14-1, including the other rules it cross-refers to.  So please, work through the following table. 

Table 14.2 Cumulative nitrogen leaching maximum* by Land Use Capability Class*

1. Rules Assessment

Period
(from the year that the rule has legal effect) LUC* I LUC* II LUC* III LUC* IV LUC* V LUC* VI LUC* VII LUC* VIII

Year 1 30 27 24 18 16 15 8 2

Year 5 27 25 21 16 13 10 6 2

Year 10 26 22 19 14 13 10 6 2

Year 20 25 21 18 13 12 10 6 2

Rule 14.1 Conditions/Standards/Terms
Yes/
No/
N/A

Explanation of how standard is met

a) Has a nutrient management plan for the proposed activity 
(Existing or New Intensive Land Use) been prepared and provided 
to the Regional Council?

b) Will the activity be undertaken in accordance with the nutrient 
management plan submitted with this application?

c) Does the nutrient management plan demonstrate that the 
nitrogen leaching loss from the proposed activity will not exceed 
the cumulative nitrogen leaching maximum* specified in Table 
14.2 

(see below for Table 14.2 and your catchment, please fill in the blanks from your NMP)

Mangapapa/Waikawa/Other south-west catchments 
(Papaitonga)

Base Yr 1 Yr 5
(2019)

Yr 10
(2024)

Yr 20
(2034)

Permissible N loss limits (Table 14.2) -

Farm Trajectory

Please fill in the appropriate version of the table below, comparing the N loss limits in Table 14.2 of the One Plan with what has been 
modeled for your property.



Mangatainoka/Other Coastal lakes/Coastal 
Rangitikei/Lake Horowhenua Base Yr 1 Yr 5

(2020)
Yr 10

(2025)
Yr 20

(2035)

Permissible N loss limits (Table 14.2) -

Farm Trajectory

Upper Manawatu above Hopelands/Manawatu                  
above gorge Base Yr 1 Yr 5

(2021)
Yr 10

(2026)
Yr 20

(2036)

Permissible N loss limits (Table 14.2) -

Farm Trajectory

Rule 14.1 Conditions/Standards/Terms
Yes/
No/
N/A

Explanation of how standard is met

d) Are cattle excluded from all:
i.	 wetlands and lakes that are defined as rare or threatened habitat?, and/or 
ii.	 the beds of rivers that are permanently flowing or have an active bed* 

width greater than 1 m?

e) Are all rivers that are crossed by cattle and are permanently flowing or 
have an active bed width greater than 1 m;
i.	 Bridged or culverted so that the cattle must cross via that bridge or 

culvert? and;
ii.	 Is all run-off originating from the bridge or culvert diverted away from 

the waterway and discharged onto or into land?

f ) Will the application of fertiliser onto or into land and any additional 
discharge of contaminants into air (fertiliser drift) comply with the 
conditions of Rule 14-5 (below)?

•	 Will there be any direct discharge of fertiliser to a surface water 
body or artificial watercourse?

•	 Will there be any direct discharge of fertiliser into any rare, 
threatened or at-risk habitat? E.g. wetland

•	 Will fertiliser be applied in accordance with the Code of 
Practice for Nutrient Management (New Zealand Fertiliser 
Manufacturers’ Research Association, 2007)?

•	 Will the planning and application of fertiliser be carried out 
in accordance with the nutrient budget supplied with this 
application?

•	 Will fertiliser be applied in a manner that is likely to cause 
offensive or objectionable odour or fertiliser drift beyond the 
property boundary?



Rule 14.1 Conditions/Standards/Terms
Yes/
No/
N/A

Explanation of how standard is met

g) Will the discharge of contaminants onto or into land from: 
i.	 the preparation, storage, use or transportation of stock feed, or
ii.	 the use of a feedpad; and; 
iii.	any ancillary discharge of contaminants into air (odour and/or dust); 
Comply with the conditions of Rule 14-6(below):

•	 Are all silage (excluding maize silage) storage pits that have 
an area greater than 500 m² sealed to restrict seepage of 
contaminants (maximum permeability 1x10-9 metres  per 
second)?

•	 Are all feed pads sealed to restrict seepage of contaminants 
(maximum permeability 1x10-9 metres per second)?

•	 Are all areas used for storing stock feed, or areas for feeding 
stock, located and managed to ensure that at all times when 
these areas are used runoff into surface water or artificial 
watercourses (e.g. farm drains) is prevented and run-off from 
the surrounding catchment is prevented from entering these 
areas?

•	 Will all areas used for storing stock feed or feeding stock comply 
with the following separation distances:
i.	 50 m from any rare, threatened, or at-risk habitat type
ii.	 20 m from any bore , water body, artificial watercourses, and 

the coastal marine area and
iii.	50 m from any historic heritage identified in any district plan 

or regional plan.



Rule 14.1 Conditions/Standards/Terms
Yes/
No/
N/A

Explanation of how standard is met

h) Will the discharge of the following material:
i.	 Grade Aa biosolids* or;
ii.	 Compost; and;
iii.	any additional discharge of contaminants into air
Comply with the conditions of Rule 14-7 (below)?

•	 Is there any direct discharge or run-off into any surface water 
body or its bed or artificial watercourse?

•	 If you are spreading compost to land, does it not contain any 
human or animal pathogens, or any hazardous substances?

•	 For grade Aa biosolids does the discharge comply with the 
requirements for grade Aa biosolids as included with Chapters 
4 and 17 of Volume 1 and Chapters 8 (including monitoring 
requirements) and 9 of Volume 2 of the Guidelines for the Safe 
Application of Biosolids to Land in New Zealand?

•	 Does the discharge comply with the following separation 
distances:

i.	 50 m from rare, threatened habitats or at-risk habitats
ii.	 20 m from bores, surface water bodies, artificial watercourses 

and the line mean high water springs
iii.	50 m from any historic heritage identified in any district plan or 

regional plan?

•	 Will the activity be accounted for in the NMP and will it be in 
accordance with the NMP?

•	 Will the discharge result in any offensive or objectionable odour 
beyond the property boundary?



Rule 14.1 Conditions/Standards/Terms
Yes/
No/
N/A

Explanation of how standard is met

i) Will the discharge of poultry farm litter onto or into production land 
and any ancillary discharge of contaminants into air comply with the 
conditions of Rule 14-9 (below)?

•	 Is the rate of discharge no greater than 150 kgN/ha/yr in any 12 
month period? 

•	 Will the discharge does not exceed 60 kgN/ha in any 24 hour 
period?

•	 Is there any direct discharge or run-off into any surface water 
body or its bed or artificial watercourse?

•	 Does the discharge comply with the following separation 
distances?
i.	 150 m from any residential buildings, public places and 

amenity areas where people congregate, and education 
facilities

ii.	 50 m from property boundaries
iii.	50 m from rare habitats, threatened habitats and at-risk 

habitats
iv.	20 m from bores, surface water bodies, artificial watercourses, 

and the line of mean high water springs
v.	 50 m from nay historic heritage identified in any district plan 

or regional any plan

•	 Does the discharge and associated temporary stockpiling result 
in any offensive or objectionable odour or any dust beyond the 
property boundary?

•	 Are areas used for stockpiling located and managed in a 
manner that ensures at all times when such areas are in use 
that:	
i.	 Run-off from the area into water or an artificial watercourse is 

prevented
ii.	 run-off from the surrounding catchment is prevented from 

entering the area?



Rule 14.1 Conditions/Standards/Terms
Yes/
No/
N/A

Explanation of how standard is met

j) Will the discharge of farm animal effluent onto or into production                   
land including: 

i.	 effluent from dairy sheds and feedpads
ii.	 effluent received from piggeries
iii.	sludge from farm effluent ponds
iv.	poultry farm effluent
v.	 and any ancillary discharge of contaminants into air

Comply with the conditions, standards and terms of Rule 14-11 (below)?:

•	 Will there be any direct discharge of effluent into a surface 
water body or artificial watercourse?

•	 Are all effluent storage and treatment facilities sealed to 
proposed seepage of effluent (maximum permeability 1x10-9 
metres per second)?

•	 Will the discharge comply with the following separation 
distances
i.	 for discharges of piggery effluent, 150m from any residential 

buildings, public places and amenity areas where people 
congregate and education facilities?

ii.	 for other discharges, 20 m from any residential building, 
public places and amenity areas?

iii.	for all discharges 50m from rare habitats, threatened habitats, 
and at risk habitats?

iv.	for all discharges 20m from bores, surface water bodies, 
artiificial watercourses, and the coastal marine area?

v.	 for all discharges, 50m from any historic heritage identified in 
any district or regional plan?

•	 Will the area where the effluent is disposed of/spread be 
separated from any archaeological site or historic heritage site, 
waahi tapu or koiwi remains identified in a district plan by at 
least 50 metres?



•	 Will there be any ponding on the soil surface for more than five 
hours following application?

•	 Will any storm water be discharged into the effluent treatment 
and storage facilities? If so, does the DESC take the stormwater 
volume into account?

•	 Is the discharge accounted for in the NMP and will it be carried 
out in accordance with the NMP?

•	 Will there be any offensive or objectionable odour, dust, or 
effluent drift beyond the property boundary?

If you have meet all of the above conditions/standards/terms your application is controlled activity, you can proceed 
to fill out this form to cover your application, including an appropriate Assessment of Environmental Effects. 

If you have not met any of the conditions/standards/terms above your application is a restricted discretionary 
activity, a full Assessment of Environmental Effects, prepared by a suitably qualified person must accompany your 
application, appropriate to the scale of the non-compliance with the rules above.  (See Part 3 Guide to Preparing an AEE)



Describe the farm site and surrounding environment identifying any natural and physical features, including waterbodies and farm 
infrastructure.  Note that maps of suitable scale and accuracy, identifying key features must accompany your application.

3. Description of Site

Describe your activity including the farm system, discharges, inputs and outputs of nutrients, and any nutrient loss mitigations.                       
(a general overview of your application, with details to be provided in your Nutrient Management Plan)

2. Description of Activity

For controlled activity applications, please fill out this form, adding additional sheets as necessary.  You must 
ensure your application includes all information required by Schedule 4 of the Resource Management Act 1991.                                               
(See Part 7 of the information pack).



Describe the actual and potential effects of your intensive farming activity on the environment.  This assessment needs to address effects 
on any neighbours from things such as effluent drift or odours, and any potential effects (including cumulative effects) on groundwater 
and surface water quality from nutrients, sediment and bacteria and be carried out within the context of the One Plan.

4. Assessment of Effects on the Environment

Describe any measures undertaken, or proposed, in order to mitigate or avoid the loss of sediment and nutrients on the environment.  
Examples might include:

(High level overview, with further details in the Nutrient Management Plan)

5. Mitigation Measures

•	 wetlands at the base of critical source areas,
•	 riparian fencing

•	 Crop type and areas
•	 Timing of fertiliser applications



11-15 Victoria Avenue
Private Bag 11025
Manawatu Mail Centre
Palmerston North 4442

T 0508 800 800
F 06 952 2929
oneplan@horizons.govt.nz
www.horizons.govt.nz 2016/644

Is there any other information to add to your application? Please attach to this form.

•	 The National Environmental Standard for Sources of Human Drinking Water (You will need to determine whether there are any 
public water supplies that could be affected by your farming activities.  Discussion with the water supply operator may be beneficial 
in determining whether the supply could be affected and what measures can be taken to ensure the quality of the water supply                         
is maintained.)

6. The National Environmental Standard for Sources of Human Drinking Water

Assess your proposal against any relevant provisions of the following documents:
•	 Horizons One Plan (in particular Policies 14-5, 14-6 and 14-9) (See Statutory Provisions guidance document)

7. Relevant Statutory Provisions
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