Section 36
Science and consent
monitoring charges
2021-22
What are Section 36 charges?
Section 36 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA),
Section 243 of the Building Act 2004 and Section 150 of the
Local Government Act 2002 (LGA) enables local authorities
to fix charges for various administrative and monitoring
activities. Horizons Regional Council sets their Section
36 charges every year through the Annual Plan process

and issues these to consent holders to assist with our
consent monitoring work and for our science, research and
environmental monitoring activities.
This year, all consent holders are required to pay an annual
administration charge, which is invoiced separately. The
invoice(s) attached are the annual charges for the period
from 1 July 2021 – 30 June 2022.
Charges are levied each year, unless the consent is
cancelled, expired or transferred. If your details have
changed or you wish to surrender the consent, please
contact us on 0508 800 800.
Further information on these administrative charges
can be found in the Long Term Plan 2021-31 (pg. 173).

View our FAQs for more information
www.horizons.govt.nz/section-36

Investing in the region
The Manawatū-Whanganui region uses water for farming, industry, recreation and day to day life. Horizons
Regional Council’s work helps to ensure we all use water in a way that is safe, sustainable and maintains our
natural environment. We achieve this through science, research and environmental monitoring activities
to help us determine how water is allocated, how quality can be maintained and improved, and how use is
changing over time.
This work involves measuring river flows, groundwater levels, rainfall levels and water quality, and using this
information to report, manage, analyse and support decisions that are made about this valuable resource.
This is an enormous amount of work, and costs approximately $5.9 million a year. Of this, 30% comes from
Section 36 charges. The remaining 70% is funded by all ratepayers from both rural and urban areas.
Your investment goes a long way to help understand our natural resources and ensure they are used
sustainably for the benefit of our region and economy.
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ARE YOUR DETAILS UP-TO-DATE?
When selling or transferring ownership of a farm it is important to ensure any consent details are also
transferred. You can also surrender your consent if you no longer need it. Give us a call toll free on
0508 800 800 to arrange this.

CASE STUDY

Why your water
meter matters
Feeling the heat? Autumn 2021 was the tenth
warmest autumn in 112 years of records1.
The rainfall in our region was nowhere near its
normal levels and this led to drought conditions
for many. This was particularly felt in the Tararua,
Ruapehu, Whanganui, Rangitīkei and Manawatū
Districts (see map).

Horizons environmental data team monitors the region’s
rainfall and how it affects the waterways. The reduced rainfall
impacted on groundwater levels as we moved from autumn to
winter in 2021. So much so, there was particularly low levels of
groundwater around the region. We keep a close eye on these
water flows, to make sure that anyone taking water can still safely
do so and not impact the region’s drinking water, industries or
fantastic natural features.
You may have experienced some restriction on your surface
water consent because of the reduced rainfall. In fact, 57% (89
out of 157) surface water consents were restricted over the
summer season last year (1 November 2020 – 30 April 2021). Of
these, 30 consents experienced a month or more of restrictions,
and this meant the consent holder had to reduce the amount
of water they extracted or stop taking water entirely. The
drought impacted many bores as well and the region suffered
with particularly low levels of water in 40% of all the bores we
monitor.
Horizons’ staff are constantly monitoring water flows to make
sure you have the most up to date information available about
freshwater.

Worried about the longer term effects of the changing climate?
We know the region is already being affected and this will also
impact our economy, and way of life. Horizons is developing a
region wide action plan to combat this. Find out more on our
website at www.horizons.govt.nz/climate
Rainfall measured over summer and autumn (Nov 2020-April 2021) in the
Horizons Region
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If your water take is telemetered you can log on to WaterMatters
via our website and see the current volume of water you are
using. Find this and other useful real-time environmental data at
www.horizons.govt.nz

