










of ‘native bush’, and reducing the risk of Tb spreading 
to cattle and deer.

There are a number of ways to control possums, and the 
method used depends on farm location and possum 
numbers.  To protect conservation plantings, it generally 
requires an initial knock down operation, with an ongoing 
maintenance programme. 

Contact Horizons Regional Council pest management 

and goat control.

Early signs of possum damage include:
• 
• closer inspection will show bark being stripped, 

scratch marks on sleeves, possum droppings around 
the base of the pole, and possum runs along the 
ground.

To help reduce possum damage you can:
• watch out for early signs of possum damage
• survey the wider area for likely possum habitat, 

including bush gorges and plantations
• carry out a pre-planting control programme
• use Dynex sleeves on all 2.5 and 3m poles
• 

sleeve (like those on power poles)
•  avoid planting next to banks, fence post other places 

where possums can jump from
• where possible plant varieties that are unpalatable to 

possums.
• possum damage is most likely to occur in the late 

winter early summer period, depending on the 
varieties planted and the seasonal temperatures.

More information  
More information about poplars and willows and 

free from your local Horizons Regional Council
LMO. 

The publication “Growing Poplar and Willow Trees on 
Farms” is available online by going to 
http://www.maf.govt.nz , and typing “growing poplar 
and willow trees” into the ‘search MAF’ box.

Possums cause damage by climbing poles and breaking braches 
leading to poor tree form. 
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