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1.4

Intreduction
My full name is Robert Colin Qwen.
| hold the degrees of Bachelor of Science (Honours) and Master of Science

I am employed by New Zeatand Defence Foree, (NZDF) within the Joint
Logistics and Support Organisation as Environmental Manager, In that role |
oversee & taam of eight staff responsible for alf aspects of Ihe interactions
between NZDF activities and the environment. The role covers the activities
of the three services (Army, Navy and Air Force) throughout New Zealand.
Specifically, in reiation to the Proposed One Plan, | am responsible for
environmental management in relation to the Army Training Area and Camp
at Waiouru, Limion Carmp, Ohakea Alr Base associated smaller training

dreas.

t am familiar with the Proposed One Plan (One Plan). | have coordinated the
preparation of NZDF submissions and further submissions on the One Plan
and have met several imes with staff of Horizons Regional Councit during

tha consultation and submissfons stages of the plan preparation process.
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2.0
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2.4

2.5

NZDF will be presenting detailed planning evidence at subsecuent hearings.
My intention In ihis statement is 1o provide some backgiound information of
Defence land hoidings and activities, relevant to alf of our submisgicns: and
to address the genoral aspeacis of our subrmission, not covered in

subseguent hearings.
General Overview of MZDF in the Region

Funderstand that the Haarings Committee has read our submission and further
submissions. To supplement the information on NZIDF [and holdings contained
in our submissions | have attached 1o this statement maps and aetial
photographs depicting the key locations referred to in submissions and in this

staternant.

NZDF is a significant landowner in the region with major holdings at:

Waiourw Military Training Area
RMNZA- Base Chakea

Linton Military Camp

Defence Housing Ares (Bulfs)
Raumai Air Weapons Range

and several othsr minor facilities.

The Waiouiu Military Training Area, at approximately 63,000ha, is the
piincipal fraining area for the NZ Army, and at times accommodates the Air
Force, Navy, Police, and, under Intsr-Government agreemmeniis, the Singapore

Armed Foroes.

Army has occupied the bulk of te training area since the sarly 1840s and the
more eastern garts since the mic 1970s. 1t is intended that use of this site by

Army will continue into the future.

The Waiouwru Training Araa is extremely valuable 1o NZDF as a training area
and is now the only location in the Morth Isiand that NZDF can use to conduct
a signfficant amount of live firing because of the size of the arsa. NZDF
conducts it's husiness on the basis that :he Walauru Training Area is

ireplaceable.

Page 2 of 7



2.6

27

2.8

4.0

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

MNZAF Base Ohalea, af approximately 300 ha, is userl as an airfield witt
associated infrastructure, including aircratt and equipiment maintenance and

housing.

The long term impartance of Base Ohakea to NZDF cannot be
overemphasised in the light of the planned consolidation of Air Force

operations at Base Ohakea.

Linton Mititary Camp, at approximatety 260ha, is used imensively for
housing, training facilittes, office accommodation and vehicle and equipment
storage and maintenance. While the Walouru Training Area ts vital to training,

Linton Camp is the Army's primary Norih Island base facility.

Hackgrourd to NZDF Submissions

NZDF has made submissions on parficular pants of the One Plan and will
present detailed planning evidence at the relevant upcoming hearings. At
lhese hearings, the Hearings Commiitee witl have the opportunity to make a

number of relatively minor amendments to address cur concerns.

The following paragraphs provide background for the specific submission

points that will be discussed at the upcoming hearings.
Need to undertake aciivities with minimuin restriction

NZIN- undertakes activities that are nationally and intermationally important,
including training of personnel for domestic and foreign purposes. Protection of
tha ability of NZDF fo undertake these activities within its existing and

establisned tandholdings is very important.

The One Plan would impose a number of constraints on NZDEF activities that
are of concern to NZDF. [n parlicular, in respect of the Wailouru Training Area,
NZDF is not able to accept the constraints on training that would resuli from the

One Flan becoming operative in its present form.
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4.4

4.7

1.8

4.9

I'he majarity of the WMTA land in the training arsa is classad throngh the One
Flar as rare and threatened habiiat of at risk habiiat. Parts of the fraining aea
are clagsed in the One Plan as "Highly ercdible”. Waterways in the training
area are included in Water Conservation Notices and are acknowledged as
praviding vatuabte habitat for both introduced and native aguatic flora and
fauna. These classifications and rules referring to them have the poteniial to

unduly restrict Defence activities if appropriate exeeptions are not provided.

in respect of the Waiouru and Raumai training areas, the One Flan policies and
rufes tend to treat undeveloped lands and waterways as if they were "unused”
and primarily of vaiue as natural envirerunent for conservation purposes. This
is nol the reality for Defence land. One of the primary values of what appears
to be unused land in the training areas is to provide a secura zone in which live
firing can take place without risl to people on the ground. Much of the WMWMTA
used for that purpose is undeveloped and is essentially in its “natural® condition
because the Army has carried out weed and pest comtrol over a long period of
time and has voluntaiily managed and restricted the impact of iraining

activities.

The One Flan policies and rules tend to treat developed rural lands as “tarm”
and to provide for agiculiural and herticultural land uses. NZDF's fong term
use of the fand and waterways for accommodation and training of operational
military units is potentially (and uninlentionally) disadvantaged by this
appraoach. NZDF accepts that the One Plan is focussed on achieving
sustainable management of the majority of the raegion that is farred but believe
that it's own, relafively unusual, activities have heen unnecessarily

camatotrised inthe process

Much of NZDIF's specific submission points are relaied lo making provisions

within the One Plan for the continuation of MZ0DIF activities.
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413

4.15

Zustainabie Land Management Plans and Godes of Bractice

NZLY™ alms to undertake ifs activities in a sustainable manner. For example,
the lanc at the Air Weapons Range at Raumai is as close io its "natural”
condifion as possible due to vegetation restaration and dune stabilisation
activities Undertaken by tha RNZAF in conjunction with Hotizons Regional

Council,

At Waiouri and Raumai and, (¢ a lesser extent, at Linton and Chakea, NZID°
manages the enviranmental effects of its activities through Range Standing
Orders (RE0) and unit Standard Operating Procedures {SOP),

RSO contral the nature of training activities which may be conducted in
various locations and the limitations and precautions which must be applied.
At Waiouru RS0 are, in part, developed from the Sustainable !Land
Management Sirategy which focuses on achievement of a balance between
Army's training objectives and the maintenance of the present environmentat

values of the [and and water.

Tha One Plan seeks to promote the development of whole farm business
plans and offers some relief from ihe rutes on land disturbance and

vepgetation control where such a plan is in place.

MNZDF endorses that approach and believes that g similar management
approach should be extended to nen-farm land such as Defenice, forestry and

perbaps conservation land.
NZDF as infrastructure nrovider

At Watouru, Linton and Ohakea, NZDF provides community services and
infrastructuse, such as water and wastewater services to the resident military
communities (approximately 5000 people) and in Waiouru to the adjacent

civilian community as well.
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4.19

4.20

4.21

422

4.23

Tha Une Flan policies and rules recognise the role of Terriiorial Autholilies as
service providers and create special provizions and ebligations ir relation 1o
water and wastewater services, The significant service provider role that
NZDF plays is not recognised. NZDF znd the miflitary communities are

disadvaniaged.
Pefinition of “Propgerty” and "Pulilic Waiter Supply™

The Cne Flan contains definitions of Property and Public Water Supply which
include reference to cenificates of title. The targe areas of Defence fand in the
region are not subject to land titles and activities on Defence land wauld tali

futslde these definitions.

MZOF has raised this issue with Council staff in discussion duiing the
consultation process and has boen advised that the Officers Reports wiil
recommend approprigte changes. The Officers Report for this overall hearing
contains an appropriate recommendation as o chanyges to the definition of

‘propery”.

The Officers Report for the Land Hearings contains an alternative
recommendation as io the definition of "preperty” which retaing a reforence to
Certificates of Title and which incorrectly indicaies NZDF support for that

dafinition.

NZDF requests that the Hearings Commilles accept and adopt the definition
in the Qverall Plan Officer Report over the definition proposed in the Land
Officer report. Reference (o Certificates of Title in definitions will exclude

Defence land and create jurisdiciional issues.
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5 Bewimary

5.1 NZDF is a significant landowner carrying out activities which are somewhat
unusual but nevertheless essential, Continued conduct of those activities is
potentially disadvantaged by the focus of the One Plan on management of

the effecis of conventional productive land uses.

9.2 We believe that that disadvantage is easily corrected and will be presenting

detailed planning evidence at subsequent heatings containing our proposals.
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