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SUBMISSION ON PROPOSED PLAN CHANGE 2 TO THE
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TO:
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ADDRESS FOR SERVICE:
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EMAIL:

Horizons Regional Council
Private Bag 11025
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Palmerston North 4442
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Proposed Plan Change 2 to Horizon’s Operative One Plan
Ballance Agri-Nutrients Limited

Ballance Agri-Nutrients Limited

Hewletts Road, Mt Maunganui

Private Bag 12 503

Tauranga Mail Centre

Tauranga 3143

Dominic Adams

Dominic. Adams®ballance.co.nz

This is a submission by Ballance Agri-Nutrients Limited' on Proposed Plan Change 22 to the
Horizon’s operative One Plan’.

Ballance cannot gain a trade competition advantage through this submission.

This submission is divided into two parts as follows:

+ Part Ailntroduces Ballance, its activities and shareholders; and
e Part B:Sets out the specific submissions and relief sought by Ballance.

Ballance seeks the relief set out in this submission, including such other additional,
alternative or consequential relief as may be necessary to give effect to the changes sought.

! Hereafter referred to as ‘Ballance’

2 Hereafter referred to as ‘PC2’

3 Hereafter referred to as ‘One Plan’




Ballance wishes to be heard in support of this submission.

Signed for and on behalf of Ballance by

e

Dominic Adams
Environmental Manager
21t of October 2019




Part A: Ballance Agri-Nutrients Limited

Ballance Agri-Nutrients Limited is a farmer-owned co-operative with over 19,000 shareholders and
approximately 800 staff throughout New Zealand. @We own and operate super-phosphate
manufacturing plants located in Tauranga and Invercargill, as well as New Zealand’s only ammonia-
urea manufacturing plant located at Kapuni, South Taranaki. The Company also owns and operates
the agricultural aviation company ‘Super Air’ and ‘SealesWinslow’ (a high-performance compound
feed manufacturer). Ballance owns and operates five Service Centres which supply fertiliser to farms
in the Horizons-Manawatu Region. In addition to manufacturing and sales Ballance provides farm
sustainability services including nutrient management advice. We place a strong emphasis on
delivering value to our shareholders and on the use of the best science to inform sustainable nutrient
management.

Reinforcing this, Ballance has extensive interest in the development of tools to manage nutrient
losses on farms. Ballance, with Ag Research, has undertaken extensive research into ‘MitAgator’
which is a GIS-based water quality decision support tool that links with OVERSEER® to refine the
latter models output. The use of management tools such as MitAgator, provides greater insight into
the spatial variability of nutrient (as well as sediment and microbial) loss within a farm landscape
and allows users to identify critical source areas (or ‘hot spots’) for nitrogen, phosphorus, sediment
and microbial loss across their own farm. Targeted application of mitigation and management
strategies to these critical source areas help to provide more cost-effective environmental
management solutions for farmers, while ensuring that effective water quality outcomes can be
achieved in timeframes that recognise the socio-economic impacts of changing farm management
practices.

In light of these matters, Ballance has a direct interest in PC2, which has an overall aim of protecting
water quality by managing nutrient loss from existing intensive farming land uses. Ballance
recognises that when excess nutrients make their way into surface and groundwater, they can boost
algal growth and affect water quality and life supporting capacity of freshwater and aquatic
environments and therefore supports the intention of the plan change. It is understood that the
proposed plan change seeks to provide a workable framework for intensive land use - allowing a
pathway for existing farmers and growers in target catchments to apply for resource consent, and
for the Council to see greater progress towards environmental improvement, however Ballance do
have a number of concerns. The Company’s key concerns are summarised as follows:

a. That a nationally-consistent definition of ‘good management practice’ be adopted in the One
Plan;

b. That criteria be established to ensure that the outputs produced by nutrient management
models are consistent and comparable;

c. That the cumulative nutrient leaching maximums in Table 14.2 be clearly benchmarked to
Overseer version 6.3.1; and

d. That the relevant version of Overseer, and its role in any ‘inflation’ of the cumulative
nutrient leaching maximum calculation, be a matter for Council to take into account when
considering resource consent applications for both existing and new intensive farming land
use activities.

Part B of this submission addresses the proposed policies, rules and definitions that are relevant to
the interests of Ballance.

The key for the Table that follows is:

Key

* = a term that is defined in the Resource Management Act 1991
* = a term that is defined in the glossary of the One Plan
Strikethrough = text proposed to be deleted under Plan Change 2
Underline = text proposed to be added under Plan Change 2

Red strikethrough-= text proposed to be deleted by Ballance
Red underline = text proposed to be added by Ballance
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